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Weekly English Practice

Ten Days That Shook the 
World 
A summary of the eyewitness account of the the Russian 
Revolution by American journalist John Reed 

palpable: a strong atmosphere, plain to see 
stream: a continuous flow 
to blag: to get something by lying or exaggeration  
whirl: move around and around quickly  
dread: anticipation with great apprehension 
rife: widespread, everywhere 
close quarters: close or near. For example, hand to hand fighting 
armistice: an agreement between both sides to end a war 

Day 1 The Coming Storm: Autumn 1917 and Petrograd under the 
Provisional Government is in chaos. American journalists John Reed and 
Louise Bryant arrive to find the tension between factions is palpable and it's 
only a matter of time before the situation explodes. But in which direction? 
Day 2  On the Eve: The confusion in Petrograd continues as the new 
delegates to the Congress of Soviets stream into the city. Reed gets a brief 
interview with Trotsky and overhears Lenin calling for a Bolshevik insurrection. 
But isn't Lenin meant to be in hiding to avoid arrest? 
Day 3 The Winter Palace: Reed and Bryant blag their way in to the Winter 
Palace and meet the frightened government troops defending the building. As 
gunfire starts in the street, the Palace falls surprisingly easily to the victorious 
revolutionaries but the journalists are caught in a dangerous encounter. 
Day 4 Plunging Ahead: The Bolsheviks have taken the Winter Palace and 
seized control. In a whirl of excitement, dread and rumour, Lenin abolishes 
all private ownership of land. 

Day 5 Chill Winds: Ex-Prime Minster Kerensky has joined forces with the 
Cossacks and is advancing on Petrograd, and there is fighting in the streets in 
Moscow: rumour is rife that the Revolution cannot survive.  
Day 6  The Revolutionary Front: Kerensky and the counter-revolutionary 
Cossacks are making gains and threatening Petrograd. Reed visits the 
Revolutionary frontline with the Bolshevik commander-in-chief who seems less 
than organised. 
Day 7 Counter-Revolution: Bryant is caught up in a vicious street battle and 
witnesses the bloody violence of the Revolution at close quarters. Counter-
revolutionary government troops holding the telephone exchange are 
captured by Bolshevik sailors - who then have to learn to man the 
switchboards.  
Day 8  Victory: Trotsky has claimed victory over the Cossacks and Kerensky is 
asking for an armistice. Reed sets out once more for the front line with a 
driver who takes a negative view of American democracy. 
Day 9 Moscow: Despair at the rumour that the revolutionaries' own 
bombardment has destroyed the historic Kremlin. Reed and Bryant set out to 
Moscow to see for themselves but find not everyone in the city supports the 
Bolsheviks. 
Day 10  The Conquest of Power: The Bolsheviks have defeated the counter-
revolution and are getting on with the business of government despite the 
threat of civil war. The abolition of all private ownership of land has won over 
the peasants and, for a moment, the Revolution seems to have accomplished 
its goals.  
Written by John Reed, adapted by John Hird. 

“Let’s chat about that!” 
Send your answers in an email to your ECP coach! 
• Have you read John Reed’s book? 

• Do you have a positive or negative view of the 1917 
Revolution? 

• Why do you think the Russian Revolution happened? 

• Do you think we need more revolutions in the 21st century? 

• Have you ever participated in anything ‘revolutionary’?

Before you read the complete article, look 
at this vocabulary and find it in the text
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(to be) BOLSHIE (adj) - (of a 
person or attitude) deliberately 
combative or uncooperative  
A SOVIET (noun) - a 
democratically elected council 
of workers 

A TROT (noun) - describes a 
follower of Leon Trotsky who 
defended the true ideas of 
Russian Revolution after Lenin. 
He was murdered by a Catalan 
Stalinist in Mexico.
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Joining us a little later? 
WhatsApp Ali on: 608426492
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PINCHO 

POTE
Russian Revolution Facts 
1) Homosexuality was 

decriminalised in December 
1917 after the Revolution. 

2) In 1918 divorce and abortion 
laws were liberalised and 
cohabitation permitted, which 
led to a red sexual revolution. 

3) The October Revolution was 
relatively peaceful. Violence 
only broke out when the 
White reaction refused to 
accept the abolition of private 
property. 

4) The Bolsheviks kept their 
promise and withdrew from 
World War 1, saving hundreds 
of thousands of lives. 

5) 21 armies invaded Russian 
after the Revolution and were 
defeated. Trotsky travelled the 
country on a Red train fighting 
and persuading the foreign 
soldiers to show solidarity and 
not fight the first Socialist 
state.

Talkin’ ‘Bout a 
Revolution 
by Tracy Chapman

Don't you know 
They're talkin' 'bout a revolution 
It sounds like a whisper 
Don't you know 
They're talkin' about a revolution 
It sounds like a whisper 
While they're standing in the welfare lines 
Crying at the doorsteps of those armies of 
salvation 
Wasting time in the unemployment lines 
Sitting around waiting for a promotion 

Don't you know 
They're talkin' 'bout a revolution 
It sounds like a whisper 
Poor people gonna rise up 
And get their share 
Poor people gonna rise up 
And take what's theirs 

Don't you know 

You better run, run, run, run, run, run, run, 
run, run, run, run, run 
Oh I said you better 
Run, run, run, run, run, run, run, run, run, 
run, run, run 
'Cause finally the tables are starting to turn 
Talkin' bout a revolution 
Yes, finally the tables are starting to turn 
Talkin' bout a revolution, oh no 
Talkin' bout a revolution, oh 
While they're standing in the welfare lines 
Crying at the doorsteps of those armies of 
salvation 
Wasting time in the unemployment lines 
Sitting around waiting for a promotion 

Don't you know 
They're talkin' 'bout a revolution 
It sounds like a whisper 
And finally the tables are starting to turn 
Talkin' bout a revolution 
Yes, finally the tables are starting to turn 
Talkin' bout a revolution, oh no 
Talkin' bout a revolution, oh no 
Talkin' bout a revolution, oh no 

Author Tracy L Chapman 
© Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC
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