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Weekly English Practice
The world makes me laugh   
I don’t know if it makes me laugh or cry. Here’s 
why, says ECP coach Darren Lynch  
 Before you read the complete article, look  
at this vocabulary and find it in the text: 

humankind: all people, considered as a group 
HIV: human immunodeficiency virus, VIH in Spanish 
going backwards: moving into a worse state 
clever: showing inventiveness or originality; ingenious, smart, intelligent 
dealing with: to take action with respect to a thing or person 
issues: an important topic or problem for debate or discussion 
funding: money provided, especially by an organisation or government, for a 
particular purpose 
cronies: informal word for a group of people of a common interest doing 
something together (friends, colleagues) 
lauded: praised or glorified 

One of the benefits of working as a language teacher is the education you, 
yourself, receive from your students. There is nothing better than a student coming 
into class with an interesting topic for discussion. A recent example of that was a 
discussion about Elon Musk, the man who sent his sports car into space. 
Since selling online payments firm PayPal for $1.5bn, he has become - in the 
public imagination - a kind of mad genius and visionary type. He’s actively 
involved in private space flight and the electric car industry. He has also ventured 
into solar energy and artificial intelligence but, best of all, he has promised super 
high-speed magnetic train travel in a tube underground and - wait for it - he plans 
to colonise Mars.  
What an incredible advancement for humankind. To go to Mars and live there. 
Surely this must be the next natural step for such a sophisticated society. Take 
Elon’s native South Africa as an example. Despite being the most advanced country 
in Africa, over half the population live in poverty. Millions of people are living with 
HIV. It has one of the highest crime rates in the world, and due to corruption and 
poor governance it’s going backwards. Yet Elon believes we are ready to go to 
Mars. Don’t make me laugh, or should I say cry. 

Elon has, without doubt, proven himself to be a very 
clever man. He has done exceptionally well for himself in 
a capitalist system. I congratulate him. He may one day do 
great things for Earth, but this notion of going to Mars is 
idiotic. I think he has been watching too much Star Wars 
and he is obviously already living on a different planet to 
the rest of us.  
Even in Europe we are still dealing with issues such as 
homophobia, inequality, poverty, you name it. Our 
governments make cuts to education and health. In my 
own country, a first world country, half its water supply is 
lost due to leaks. Thank god it rains a lot. But Elon still 
thinks we’re ready to go to Mars.  
Isn’t it funny that influential people can get the funding to carry 
out projects that benefit very few. Elon Musk is now a celebrated 
name. He’s a visionary. Millions will be invested into this useless 
idea. But at least Elon and his cronies will be entertained and 
lauded. Some will enjoy the silliness and the geeky humour of 
putting a sports car orbiting earth while playing David Bowie’s 
Space Oddity and the dream of one day living on a planet where 
they need to wear a spacesuit to survive.  
The rich and powerful are already successfully destroying one 
planet. I don’t want them exploiting another. Leave Mars alone 
and fix the planet we already occupy. The planet we are from and 
the one we are supposed to live on.  

“Let’s chat about that!” 
Write your answers in an email 

and send them to your ECP coach! 
• What is the writer’s tone when he says that going to Mars 

is surely the next natural step for humans to take? 
• Do you agree with the writer’s view? Why/not? 
• Do you believe Elon Musk will achieve his goal? Why/not? 
• Would you go to Mars if given the chance? Why/not? 
• What is the greatest problem facing your country?
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Elon Musk

Elon Musk’s rocket

Elon Musk’s car
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Starting @ 20.00 
Free food & drinks!

1) Should you donate differently? 
2) Crane Spirit - Working in Uganda 
3) Problems with the charity model 
***Debate, drinks and pintxos :-)

Friday 16th March 
@ ECP’s Molineux Lounge

Does charity work?

“iLook, iThink, iSpeak” 
Express Yourself Better

Activate 
your 

English 
with 

ECP!

SPACE IDIOMS 
Be over the moon 
When you are over the moon, you are very happy about something. 
"I was over the moon to find out my wife was pregnant."

Once in a blue moon 
When something happens very rarely. 
"Since my daughter was born, I only go out with my friends once in a blue moon."

(Living) on another planet 
Someone living on another planet either doesn’t notice what is happening around 
them or they are not realistic. 
"He's living on another planet if he thinks he's going to get €5,000 for his old car."

Come back down to earth 
We come back down to earth when we have to start doing something 
boring/not fun after doing something fun. 
"I came back down to earth on my first Monday back at work after my 
holiday in Florida.”

Under the sun 
Everything under the sun is everything that exists or is possible. 
"We stayed up all night talking about everything under the sun."

benefit concert against 
domestic violence 
Friday March 9th 
ECP Coach Ali will be playing along 
with Free the Wheel, Dr. Sax and 
Out Gravity. Tickets available from 
ECP or on the door. 
22.00 Doors open 

22.30 Alison Keable 
22.35 Dr. Sax 
00.45 Out Gravity 
01.45 Free The Wheel

 CINEMA  
NIGHTS! 
Come and socialise in English!

When? The last available Friday of every 
month, 20:00 to 22:00, and it’s FREE! 

23rd February - 23rd March 
27th April - 25th May - 29th June 

Where? The ECP Hub 
C/ San Ignacio de Loyola, 15
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