
What's wrong with 
charity? 
“The poor are always with us,” said Jesus 
allegedly. Does giving really help alleviate 
poverty? 
charity: to raise money for those in need 
stopgap: a temporary way of solving a problem 
band-aid: material used to cover a wound, also a 
temporary solution 
patch-up: to restore something that is broken or torn by 
replacing a part or putting it together 
large-scale: big, extensive 
self-defeating: meant to solve a problem but actually 
causing the same or another problem 

Charities often target symptoms, not causes 
The accusation is that charity helps the recipient with 
their problem, but it doesn't do much to deal with the 
causes of that problem. 
It certainly is true that some charities do stopgap or 
'band-aid' work, either exclusively or some of the time. 
Combating cancer is a relatively simple scientific 
problem, while global poverty requires more than a 
scientific operation or finding a better way to manage 
world resources. 
Combating poverty involves slow processes of political, 
cultural and social change, with many participants, 
significant opposition and serious issues of self-
determination and coercion to be navigated. 
Charity may become a substitute for real justice 
The idea is that charity is wrong when it's used to patch 
up the effects of the fundamental injustices that are built 
into the structure and values of a society. 
Charity, from this viewpoint, can sometimes be seen as 
actually accepting the injustice itself, while trying to 
mitigate the consequences of the injustice. 
Charity may not provide the best solution to a 
problem 
Let's agree that the purpose of giving to charity is to solve 
particular problems and choose the problem of world 
poverty. 

Let's also agree that we want to do the most effective thing 
to help reduce world poverty. 
Charitable giving may not be the most effective way of 
solving world poverty. Indeed charitable giving may even 
distract from finding the best solution - which might 
involve a complex rethink of the way the world organises its 
economic relationships, and large-scale government 
initiatives to change people's conditions. 
If that is so, then the effort put into charity might be better 
devoted to pressuring governments to bring about needed 
change. And governments might be more likely to focus on 
dealing with poverty if they weren't being helped by 
charities 
Charity may benefit the state rather than the needy 
It has been argued that charity can be self-defeating if it 
allows the state to escape some of its responsibilities. 
Large-scale philanthropy to support 'essential services' is 
wrong: Charity to support essential services is bad because 
it switches provision from government to charity, rather 
than increasing benefits to the needy. 
So, the next time you put a coin in a charity tin you may 
want to ask yourself: Am I just helping the government cut 
services and is there something more useful I can do to 
save the world? 
Adapted from BBC Ethics 

“Let’s chat about that!” 
Write your answers in an email and send 

them to your ECP coach! 

• What issues do you feel strongly about? 
• Do you give money to registered charities? 

(e.g. Red Cross, Greenpeace, WWF? 
• Are you a member of an NGO like Oxfam? 
• Do you give money to people begging in the 

street? 
• Do you think having large charity 

organisations is a good idea? Why/why not? 
• Should charities be a substitute for 

essential services?  
• Is it better to give time or money? 

• Should rich people and corporations be 
forced to give to charity?
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Should global problems such as poverty be left to rich individuals 
to solve? Do they pressure governments into taking action?
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“iLook, iThink, iSpeak”    Express yourself  better!

STREETS OF LONDON - Ralph McTell Click on the link and listen to 
this 1972 folk classic and the 
writer talking about his song.

What are problems in the photos 
and what are your solutions?

1.  How does the 
song make you feel? 
2.  What is the song’s 
message? 
3.  How can the problem of 
homelessness be solved?

Have you seen the old man in the closed 
down market? 
Kicking up the papers with his worn out 
shoes 
In his eyes you see no pride and hanging 
loosely at his side 
Yesterday’s paper, telling yesterday’s news 
So how can you tell me you're lonely? 
And say for you that the sun don't shine? 
Let me take you by the hand and lead you 
through the streets of London 
I'll show you something to make you 
change your mind 

Have you seen the old girl who walks the 
streets of London? 
Dirt in her hair and her clothes in rags 
She's no time for talking, she just keeps 
right on walking 
Carrying her home, in two carrier bags 
So how can you tell me you're lonely 
And say for you that the sun don't shine 

Let me take you by the hand and lead you 
through the streets of London 
I'll show you something to make you 
change your mind 

And in the all night cafe at a quarter 
past eleven 
Same old man sitting there on his own 
Looking at the world over the rim of his 
teacup 
And each tea lasts an hour and he 
wanders home alone 
So how can you tell me that you're 
lonely? 
And say for you that the sun don't shine? 
Let me take you by the hand and lead you 
through the streets of London 
I'll show you something to make you 
change your mind 

Have you seen the old man outside the 
seaman's mission? 
Memory fading with the medal ribbons 
that he wears 
And in the winter city, the rain cries a 
little pity 
For one more forgotten hero, and a 
World that doesn't care 
So how can you tell me that you're 
lonely? 
And say for you that the sun don't shine? 
Let me take you by the hand and lead you 
through the streets of London 
I'll show you something to make you 
change your mind
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