
Leo Varadkar, gay son of 
Indian immigrant, to be 
next Irish PM 
The 38-year-old politician will replace outgoing 
taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister) Enda Kenny 
after winning Fine Gael leadership contest 

Before you read the complete article look 
at this vocabulary and find it in the text 

to come out (of the closet): to announce to family and 
friends that you are homosexual 
outgoing (context): leaving a job 
step forward: progress 
background: a person’s education, experience and  social 
circumstances 
stiff (context): severe or strong 
to tally: count 
to humble: to (cause s.o.to) feel less important and proud 
to devote: to give most of your time or resources to s.t. 

The son of an Indian immigrant who came out as gay in 
2015 will be the next Irish prime minister, after he was 
voted leader of the country’s main governing party. 
Leo Varadkar’s victory in the Fine Gael leadership contest 
on Friday, which took place after outgoing PM, Enda 
Kenny, announced his resignation last month, marks 
another significant step forward for equality in the 
country, after 2015’s gay marriage referendum. 
As well as becoming Ireland’s first gay prime minister, 
Varadkar, 38, will also become the country’s youngest 
leader, and the first from an ethnic minority background. 
His position will be confirmed later this month when 
parliament resumes after a break. 
Varadkar faced a stiffer-than-expected challenge in the 
centre-right Fine Gael election from his rival, Simon 
Coveney. Speaking after the final votes were tallied in 
Dublin, Varadkar said he was delighted, humbled and 
honoured to win. Coveney joked that at least his children 
would be pleased that he had lost. 
Kenny said Varadkar had his full support. “This is a 
tremendous honour for him and I know he will devote his 
life to improving the lives of people across our country,” he 

said. “I want to also thank and pay tribute to Simon 
Coveney for making the leadership election a real contest. 
This has been a wonderful exercise in democracy for the 
Fine Gael party.” 
Varadkar’s father, Ashok, who comes from Mumbai, met his 
Irish mother, Miriam, while they both worked at an English 
hospital in Slough in the 1960s. 
LGBT groups in Ireland welcomed the domestic focus on 
Varadkar’s ideology. “I think it’s really significant that both 
his party and the media in Ireland focused on his policies, 
rather than him simply being a gay man who wants to lead 
the country,” said Brian Finnegan, the editor of Gay 
Community News in Dublin. 
“It is a sign of how much Ireland has changed and moved 
on that no one really cares if he is gay here. Irish politicians 
were among the last sectors of our society to come out of 
the closet but now at least we’ve got one gay man and a 
lesbian, Catherine Zappone, both in the cabinet. That would 
have been unthinkable perhaps even 10 years ago.” 
In the 2015 interview with RTE radio when he came out, 
Varadkar said: “It’s not something that defines me. I’m not 
a half-Indian politician, or a doctor politician, or a gay 
politician, for that matter. It’s just part of who I am. It 
doesn’t define me. It is part of my character, I suppose.” 

Adapted from: The Guardian 

“Let’s chat about that!” 
Write your answers in an email and send 

them to your ECP coach! 
Give reasons for your answers. 

• Look at the text again and find 5 adjectives 
that describe feelings/emotions 

• How have people’s attitudes changed towards 
homosexuality in the last 10/25/50 years? 

• Do you think it would be difficult to come 
out? (see vocabulary list) Why/not? 

• How difficult is it to become successful as an 
immigrant in a new country? 

• Can you think of any advantages of being a 
gay / an immigrant politician? 

• How many of your friends are gay? Are you 
sure?
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Leo Varadkar’s 
mother, a nurse, is 
from Dungarvan in 

Ireland and his 
father, a doctor, is 

from Mumbai, 
India.

A referendum legalised same-
sex marriage in the Republic 

of Ireland in May 2015
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4TH ANNUAL PINTXO 
PARTY & COMPETITION!!

“iLook, iThink, iSpeak”    Express yourself  better!

Friday June 9th 
20:30 to 22:30 

C/ San Ignacio de Loyola, 15

2014

2015

2016

2017

Appetizers     Finger food     Bar snacks 
Lite (light) bites     Canapé     Nibbles     Titbit

“How DO yoU saY… ‘pintxo’ or ‘tapa’ ?”

        How to make GREEN EGGS AND HAM 
1. In a medium bowl, whisk the flour with 2 of the eggs and half of the milk until lump-free. Add the remaining milk 

and whisk until smooth. Refrigerate the batter for 20 minutes. 
2. Line a plate with wax paper. Heat an 8-inch nonstick skillet and lightly brush with olive oil. Add 1/4 cup of the batter 

to the skillet and swirl to coat the pan. Cook over moderate heat until the edges begin to pull away from the pan, 30 
seconds to 1 minute. Flip the 
crêpe and cook for 30 seconds 
to 1 minute longer. Transfer 
the crêpes to the prepared 
plate and repeat with the 
remaining batter. 
3.   In another medium bowl, 
lightly beat the remaining 
eggs. Add the herbs and salt. 

In a large nonstick skillet, heat the 1 tablespoon of olive oil. Add the beaten eggs and cook over moderately low heat, 
stirring constantly until just cooked, about 5 minutes. 

4. Divide the prosciutto between the crêpes and top with the scrambled eggs. Serve immediately.

• 3/4 cup flour
• 10 large eggs, at room temperature
• 1 1/3 cups milk
• Olive oil
• 1/2 cup mixed chopped herbs 

(chives, basil, parsley, tarragon)
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1 pound thinly sliced prosciutto

????

Who will be the 2017 ECP PINTXO CHAMPION???


