
Guernica massacre: 
Madrid removes façade 
that glorified Nazi role 
City council dismantles tomb fascia on 80th 
anniversary of the most notorious atrocity of 
the Spanish civil war 

Before you read the complete article look 
at this vocabulary and find it in the text 

to devastate: to destroy or ruin 
lingering: lasting for a long time, or slow to end 
to dismantle s.t.: to take s.t. apart; to separate into pieces 
loan: something given which is expected to be given back 
to wound (s.o.): to injure or hurt someone 
façade: the front of a building or structure 
plaque: piece of inscribed metal to commemorate an event 
party (context): a group of people 
to chronicle s.t.: to record events in a factual, detailed way 
debris: pieces of destroyed buildings; remains 

Eighty years after Nazi bombers devastated the Basque 
town of Guernica, inspiring Pablo Picasso’s famous 
painting, Madrid city council has removed a last, lingering 
trace of the most notorious atrocity of the Spanish civil war. 
The council announced on Wednesday that it had 
dismantled a mausoleum in La Almudena cemetery where 
seven pilots of the German Condor legion are buried. 
Adolf Hitler lent the Condor Legion, a unit of the German 
Luftwaffe, to Gen Francisco Franco’s nationalist forces 
during the civil war of 1936-39, to help them fight the 
republicans. The loan also allowed the Nazis to practise 
their blitzkrieg tactics, later used in the second World War. 
The 1937 air raid on the Basque market town lasted for 
four hours, killing hundreds of people and wounding 
hundreds more. 
The tomb was dismantled at the request of the German 
embassy in Madrid, which had asked for the façade to be 
removed before the 80th anniversary of the massacre. 

In a letter, the German ambassador requested that “the 
dismantling should include the removal of the entire 
façade” and that it be replaced with “seven small and 
simple plaques to identify those buried there”. 
The monument was inscribed in German: “Here rest the 
German pilots who fell in the struggle for a free Spain.” 
Underneath, in Spanish, it read: “German aviators who 
died for God and for Spain. Present!” 
The original inscription had already been removed after a 
previous application from the embassy, but it later 
reappeared at the hands of unknown parties. 
In a statement, the city council said: “It was precisely the 
desire to avoid any such recurrence that led the Municipal 
Funerary Company and the German embassy to agree the 
complete dismantling of the façade on the 80th 
anniversary of the dropping of 31 tonnes of bombs on the 
civilian population during the Guernica massacre.” 
The British reporter George Steer, who chronicled the 
attack in the Times and the New York Times, wrote: “At 2am 
today when I visited the town, the whole of it was a horrible 
sight, flaming from end to end. The reflection of the flames 
could be seen in the clouds of smoke above the mountains 
from 10 miles away. Throughout the night, houses were 
falling until the streets became long heaps of red 
impenetrable debris.”  
Picasso started work on his masterpiece, which is on 
display at the Reina Sofia museum in Madrid, within days 
of the attack. 

Adapted from: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/26/guernica-
massacre-madrid-removes-facade-that-glorified-nazi-role 

“Let’s chat about that!” 
Write your answers in an email and send 

them to your ECP coach! 
Give reasons for your answers. 

• According to the text, why are the following 
numbers important: 80, 4, 7, 7 and 31? 

• How would you feel if you visited Guernica?  
• Do you like the original Picasso painting? 

Why/Why not? 
• Do you think dismantling the tomb was a 

good idea? Why/Why not?
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Representatives of the villages of Biscay used to hold assemblies under local 
big trees. As time passed, the role of separate assemblies was superseded by the 
Guernica Assembly and by 1512 its oak had acquired a symbolic meaning. 
See page 2 for more information about the oak tree of Guernica.
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The tree of Guernica 
The Spanish regent Maria Christina, 
accompanied by her infant daughter Queen 
Isabella II,  was the last Spanish monarch to 
swear an oath to the fueros (local charters or 
laws) under the iconic oak in GUERNICA in 1839. 
The known specimens of the tree form a 
dynasty: 
• "The Father” - This was planted in the 14th 

century and lasted 450 years. 
• The "Old Tree"  (1742–1892) - This was re-

planted in 1811.  The trunk is  now held in a 
templet in the gardens. 

• The third tree (1858–2004) - This was re-
planted in 1860 and survived the bombing 
of Guernica in 1937 but had to be replaced 
because of a fungus. The gardeners of the 
Biscayan government keep several spare 
trees  grown from the tree's  acorns. 

• The fourth (1986-2015) - It was replanted on 
the site of its  father on 25 February 2005. It  
died of a humidity related disease on 15  
January 2015.  

• The fifth (March 2015- )  - This was planted 
in 2015 aged 14. 

     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gernikako_Arbola
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