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Electric car maker TESLA will adapt the batteries 
used in its cars to provide electricity for homes 
and businesses 
storage / to store: to accumulate for future use 
utilities: companies that provide energy, water, gas etc to the 
public and businesses. e.g. Iberdrola 
plentiful: to be abundant, to have a lot of something 
to release: to liberate, discharge, permit to flow 
power grid: a network of cables for energy distribution 
sedan: a car for 4 or more people (esp. American English) 
to power: to give energy to something so that it works 
appliances: equipment designed to perform a specific task 
to feature: to have a prominent attribute or aspect 
homeowner: a person who owns a home 

Tesla announced recently that it is repackaging the lithium ion 
batteries it now uses in its electric cars to sell them as electricity-
storage devices for homes, businesses and utilities. The battery 
packs are meant to absorb electricity when it is cheap and 
plentiful—during a sunny afternoon for a house with rooftop 
solar panels, for example—and release the power when 
electricity is expensive or scarce. 

At the moment the market for electricity storage remains small, 
although it is growing quickly. Until now however most 
batteries have been installed in large companies or energy 
utilities. Just one per cent of all capacity is installed in private 
homes or small businesses. 
Tesla plans to change all that. At an event to formally announce 
the battery products, Elon Musk, the company’s chief executive, 
said it is “trying to change the fundamental energy 
infrastructure of the world.” Creating an energy-independent 
society is one of Musk’s goals. He described how Tesla’s 
batteries could be used in homes and businesses as well as 
where conventional power grids don’t already exist such as in 
remote or developing areas. 
Tesla Motors, Inc. is an American company that designs, 
manufactures, and sells electric cars and electric vehicle 
components. It  first gained worldwide attention with the Tesla 
Roadster, the first fully electric sports car. The company also 
produces the Model S, a fully electric luxury sedan. Since 2008 
Tesla Motors had delivered over 70,000 electric cars. 
For consumers, Tesla is offering a 7 kilowatt-hour system for 
$3,000 and a 10 kilowatt-hour battery pack for $3,500. Since 
the average house creates an electrical load of 2 to 5 kilowatts, 
the packs could power an entire house for a couple of hours. Or 
they could run essential household appliances—a refrigerator, 
microwave, lights and fans—throughout the evening when solar 
panels don’t produce energy. 

The devices, which feature a 10-year warranty, would be 
attached to a wall near an electrical panel. Special controllers 
decide when to put or store energy into the batteries or when to 
use the stored power to power appliances in the home. These 
controls also decide whether to input power into the general 
electricity grid (and earn the homeowner money). 
Batteries are only a small piece of the total cost of a solar power 
storage system. An integrated system includes solar panels, 
batteries, inverter, smart controls, building permits, labor and 
other costs that can add up to $20,000 or more. 

Adapted from: www.businessspectator.com.au
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Something to chat about 
• What has Tesla produced up til now and what 

has it just announced? 

• Where do they want to install the batteries? 

• Where could this system be used in your area? Is it 
a viable proposition? Explain why or why not. 

• Do you have any rechargeable devices in your home? 

• Would you like to use an electric car? Why/why 
not?
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 Can CAR Batteries Power Your Home?

Sports car manufacturer 
Tesla wants us to use its electric car 

batteries to power our homes
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ECP’s LIVE!English presents…

“iLook, iThink, iSpeak”  Express yourself  better!

Do you  like  coffee?    

Do you  like  beer?  
Do you  want  to  speak  English  

with  other  students?  

Let’s do it!

Student Socials 
To participate: 

Tell your coach or send an email

to info@englishcoachingprojects.net


with the days and times and how often you 
want to meet other students to practice your English.

Let’s get social!

“Socialising is learning”
Look at these household appliances.  
   What are they called? Describe how and why they are used.
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