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WEEKLY ENGLISH PRACTICE

Swedish girl finds her Irish doppelganger

Swedish student tracks down her Irish
lookalike on website ‘Twin Strangers’

Someone who looks spookily like you, but
isn't a twin, is a doppelganger. Originally,
this was a type of ghost.

The word doppelgédnger is German and
literally means double walker — as in a ghost
or shadow of yourself. An easy way to
remember it is that doppelgénger sounds
like double, as in “That movie star is my
double. We look so much alike.” These days,
most people don't refer to the ghost
meaning when talking about
doppelgangers: they just mean someone
who looks a lot like you or could be your
twin. Still, that is pretty spooky.

A Swedish teenager has travelled to Dublin
to meet her Irish doppelganger. Sara
Nordstorm, aged 17, successfully traced 21-
year-old Shannon Lonergan, from Ireland, on
website called Twin Strangers, a service
dedicated to helping people track down
their lookalike.

The two were shocked when they met one
another, with Ms Lonergan saying, “Our
noses, our eyes — we have the exact same
ears, lips expressions, pout, smile... it's just
weird”.

The pair said even friends and family were
unable to tell them apart.

Twin Strangers released a video showing the
first time Sara and Shannon met one another.
The pair later took a trip into Dublin city
centre, where they were asked by a worker at
the Christmas fair if they were twins.

Ms Lonergan told the Belfast Telegraph:
“When my dad first saw myself and Sara, he
did not know where to look. “His facial
expressions were hilarious and showed how
shocked he was.

Ms Nordstorm said: “The more | saw her, the
more | saw myself.”

Sara and Shannon are not the first
doppelgangers to meet this year. A man
tweeted a photo of a friend’s husband who
had an unexpected run-in with a lookalike
on a flight earlier this year. The photo was
shared by thousands of people on social
media.

Experts say the scientific probability of
meeting someone who looks exactly like you
is extremely low. “The overall chance of
finding someone who looks exactly like you
is really very small,” Sir Walter Bodmer, a
human genetics professor at the University
of Oxford told the Telegraph.

“The human face is extraordinarily unique. |
mean, think about it. The chance has to be
quite low. Otherwise you would be bumping
into people who looked like you all the time,
and you don't”
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Let's chat about thatl!

Word list

spookily: in a way that seems strange, as it cannot
be explained, or that it is intended to be
frightening

double: in filmmaking, a person who substitutes
another actor such that the person’s face is not
shown

track down: find someone after a thorough or
difficult search

pout: to push out the lips in a sexually suggestive
way

hilarious: extremely funny
run in: an argument or quarrel with someone

bump into: to meet somebody unexpectedly

. Has somebody ever told you that you

reminded them of someone they
know?

. Do people ever tell you that you look

like somebody famous?

. Would you be interested in meeting

your doppelgénger?

. If your lookalike contacted you, how

do you think you would react?

. How much do you think our physical

appearance affects our lives?

. Would you expect your

doppelgénger to have a similar
lifestyle to you, and do you think you
would get on well together?

Use of English: Each other/one another

If we want to say that John doesn't like Paul and Paul doesn't like John, which of the following

sentences is correct?
John and Paul never liked each other.

John and Paul never liked themselves.

We use each other and one another to show that each person in a group of two or more people does
something to the others. There is very little difference between the two and we can normally use them

in the same places.

Examples:

Everyone in the family gave one another presents for Christmas.

Q. How's Craig? Do you see him often?

A. He's great. He moved to New Zealand but we phone each other regularly.

We also use each other’s and one another’s as possessive determiners

My friend Jack and | know very little about one another’s work.

A Be careful not to use us or ourselves instead of each other/one another.

Correct these sentences:
We have known us for many years. —>

My friend and | always help ourselves to learn English. —>

At Christmas, people give presents to each others. —>

CLICK HERE FOR FREE SOCIAL EVENTS IN ENGLISH!


https://ecp.coop/profesor-ingles-vitoria-eventos-sociales/

