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According to the BBC and UK media, 
the British monarchy is immensely 
popular, but how true is that? 

I was in Newcastle on 8th September when 
at 18:30, the BBC presenter, wearing a black 
jacket and tie, solemnly said, “A few 
moments ago Buckingham Palace 
announced the death of Queen Elizabeth II. 
What followed was an incredible example of 
how the establishment and their media 
manufacture consent.  
Operation ‘London Bridge’ was immediately 
put into action. The British ruling class felt 
this was necessary as they were aware that 
Charles was not as popular as his mother 
and they had to get him firmly sitting on the 
throne before republican sentiments could 
spread. 
Day Zero (Sept. 8) - The royal household 
notifies the public of the queen's death. 
Prince Charles immediately succeeds to the 
throne upon his mother's death. He will be 
known as King Charles III. His wife, Camilla, 
becomes queen consort. The couple stay at 
Balmoral* overnight. 
Flags fly at half-mast on British government 
buildings, and remain so until 8 a.m. on the 
morning after the queen's funeral. 

Day 1 (Sept. 9) to Day 11 (Funeral) - Senior 
members of Parliament took an oath of 
allegiance to King Charles III. The two 
houses of parliament continued their 
tributes and framed a message of 
condolence to the king. 
Meanwhile, all Premier League football 
matches are cancelled, because it was 
thought that fans would not show the 
required level of grief and respect.  
The BBC cancelled ‘inappropriate’ 
programmes and broadcast extended news 
and commercial TV pulled all advertising.  
BBC Radio and independent stations paid 
their respects by playing more laid-back 
music mixed with occasional news 
announcements. Lot’s of Elton John but no 
‘God Save the Queen’ by The Sex Pistols! 
Dissent was stamped on. A young man was 
attacked in Edinburgh for heckling Prince 
Andrew, the new King’s brother, who was 
accused of sexual assault. A man was 
arrested at Charles’s proclamation in Cardiff 
for shouting, “who elected him?” 
Despite all the pomp and ceremony, it 
seems the monarchy with Charles as King 
does not have much of a future, especially as 
his real character is being revealed, now he 
is in the spotlight.  
41% of 18-24 year olds say Britain should 
have an elected head of state. As the Pistols 
sang, ‘NO FUTURE! NO FUTURE! NO 
FUTURE, FOR YOU!’  

Written by ECP coach 

John Hird 

*One of numerous Royal palaces

WEEKLY ENGLISH PRACTICE 
God save the King?

Charles on a visit to Saudi Arabia

https://youtu.be/tDMXeDaZ-iM
https://youtu.be/tDMXeDaZ-iM
https://fourminutebooks.com/manufacturing-consent-summary/
https://www.politico.eu/article/queen-elizabeth-death-plan-britain-operation-london-bridge/
https://youtu.be/yqrAPOZxgzU
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-13/man-arrested-after-shouting-at-prince-andrew-during-procession/101432588
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-13/man-arrested-after-shouting-at-prince-andrew-during-procession/101432588
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-60393843
https://www.insider.com/man-arrested-king-charles-free-speech-police-anti-monarchy-protesters-2022-9
https://youtu.be/PFoWL_HElfU
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Word list 

establishment: people and institutions that 
control power in society 

ruling class: the societal class that is economically 
and politically in power 

half-mast: when a flag is halfway down the pole 

oath: a solemn promise to a god and/or monarch 

grief: mental suffering or distress over a death 

to pull sth: to withdraw, remove 
laid-back: relaxed and easy going 

dissent: difference in thinking or opinion, esp. 
from the majority 

to stamp on sth: to crush or extinguish  

pomp: grand display 

spotlight: the area of public attention 

Learning to Learn: Keeping a Learner Diary  
A great way to measure and focus on improving your English is to keep a Learner Diary. 
Language learners need quality input. That can be got from reading, listening and 
participating in communicative situations in class with your ECP coach and classmates. 
However, you need to consciously introduce new grammatical structures and vocabulary into 
your speech and written English. A Learner Diary can be an invaluable tool for this and can 
also double as a place to note down new words and phrases. ECP recommends you use a 
Learner Diary. Here’s why and some guidelines:  
1. It will help you improve your spoken English. Many leaners are visual learners, meaning we 

remember better when we see something written down. 
2. Reflecting on your ECP class is a good way to remember what you learned. Write down 

your feelings about the activities you did in class. This will be good feedback for your ECP 
coach! 

3. Keep a list of new words and phrases you would like to start using. If you do this after every 
class, you will have a warm feeling of pride at the end of the course, when you see how 
long the list is and how much you have learned! 

4. Write down your own examples of a new tense you have done in class. Personalised 
examples stay in your head better because you connect it to the memory of that particular 
lesson. 

5. You can adjust your diary to your level – beginners can make short simple sentences, 
advanced learners can challenge themselves with complicated structures. 

6. Write down your thoughts about books you are reading or a series you are watching.   
7. Why not try to start a Learner Diary for a couple of weeks and see how it goes?

Let’s chat about that! 

1. What was operation ‘London 
Bridge?’ 

2. Can you explain the theory of 
manufacturing consent? 

3. Who was more popular, the Queen 
or Charles? Why do you think that? 

4. Were you surprised by anything  
you learned in the article? 

5. What does ‘to heckle’ mean? Can 
you guess from the context? 

6. What do you think is the future for 
the British monarchy? 

7. What are the differences and 
similarities between the British and 
Spanish monarchies?

https://ecp.coop/profesor-ingles-vitoria-eventos-sociales/

